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Hot Topics – Shipping, 
Transport, Logistics

JUAN ILICH PEREZ GARCIA 



USMCA 

1. Taxes – Bill of Lading
2. Different Value Added Taxes

a) Mexican Border
b) Mexico
c) C) US

3. Insurance Policies
4. Cargo coverage

5. Illegal migration – Border issues

FREE TRADE BETWEEN 
CANADA, US AND MEXICO

1. Enhanced security – CTPAT
2. Secure… Sustainable trade
3. Supply Chain Assessment
4. Labor Rights Violations –

Outsourcing prohibition

“Promote safe and fair trade between the three countries… Over 
90% of Mexico exports to US/CAN”



Law firm

IIBA Maritimeand TransportLawCommitteeConference
Hamburg. 12 Jun -14 Jun 2024

VENEZUELA. USA / EU SANCTIONS AND CURRENT 
MARITIME TRADE LANDSCAPE

Ricardo Maldonado



The Sanctions. General Landscape



Maritime Insurance and International 
Sanctions



Enforcement of awards in Venezuela



THE PETROSAUDI CASE.



THE CRISTALLEX CASE



CASE STUDY. CRISTALLEX CASE



Thanks!

Law firm

Ricardo Maldonado
+58414-368.45.63

rmaldonado@mpgd-law.com

www.mpgd-law.com





Hot topics in shipping, transport and logistics: 

Australia & Asia Pacific

Alexander McKinnon

Barrister-at-law, 16 Quay Central Chambers, Brisbane, Australia



Overview

1. Australia – COVID-19 claims against cruise lines 

2. Australia – application of Art 3(8) of the Hague rules 

3. Singapore – rule 9(a) of the COLREGS arising out of 
collision between two vessels



COVID-19 claims 
against cruise lines

• Mr and Mrs Karpik – representatives 
in class action against owner and 
operators of the Ruby Princess

• Karpik v Carnival plc (The Ruby 
Princess) (Initial Trial) [2023] FCA 
1280 – breach established (damages 
award appealed)

• Karpik v Carnival plc [2023] HCA 
39 – group members who contracted 
under the US terms and conditions



Facts

1. Ruby Princess – 290m, 113,561mt, launched in 2008, 17 
decks and flagged in Bermuda

2. Respondents are the time-charterer, Carnival plc (UK 
incorporated with business in Australia) and the 
owner/operator, Princess Cruise Lines Ltd (Bermudan)

3. Mr & Mrs Karpik aged 72 and 69

4. Purchased 13-day cruise to ports in NZ, returning to 
Sydney

5. Casts off on 8 March 2020 with about 2,671 pax and 1,146 
crew

6. Returned due to government orders on 15 March 2020



Coronavirus as at 8 March 2020…

• Over 100,000 confirmed cases globally; in Australia, 70 cases 
including 2 deaths

• Cases of coronavirus on board Diamond Princess (Japan, February 
2020, over 600 people tested positive; 1 became first Australian to 
die) and Grand Princess (US, February 2020, a number of positive 
tests and social events cancelled on board)

• 11 March 2020 – WHO declares a pandemic

• Ruby Princess voyage RU2006 (prior to Karpik’s voyage RU2007) – 
1,100 of approx. 1,200 crew remain. 8.8% pax on RU2006 report 
for testing.

• Various guidance available e.g. CDC “Coronavirus Disease 2019 
Guidance for Ships” ([2023] FCA 1280 at [83])



Karpik’s claim

s 61 
Australian Consumer Law

s 18 
Australian Consumer Law

s 60 ACL/negligence

• Guarantee that services 
provided would be reasonable 
fit for the intended purposes 
of a safe, relaxing and 
pleasurable holiday

• Misleading or deceptive conduct

• Promotional and marketing 
material stated “come back new”; 
email reiterated commitment to 
safety; pax invited to board ship 
without any accompanying health 
warning

• Guarantee that services are 
rendered with due care and 
skill

• Duty of care to take 
reasonable precautions to 
protect pax from illness and 
from suffering mental harm on 
account of partner’s illness



Karpik v Carnival plc (The Ruby Princess) [2023] FCA 1280– 
Key issues

1. Were Mr and Mrs Karpik infected with coronavirus on board the Ruby Princess?

2. Did State legislation apply in federal jurisdiction? E.g. s 16 CLA (NSW) limits damages for non-
economic loss unless the severity of the non-economic loss is at least 15% of the most 
extreme case

3. Were the statutory and common law duties breached?

4. Causation

5. Damages



Health and safety on board

• Stewart J at [470]:

“Something should be said about safety in particular. There are two aspects to a passenger’s
implied purpose in booking a cruise holiday that they have a “safe” cruise, or that they
wish for a “safe” result — what can conveniently be referred to as navigational and
operational safety and health safety. It is the latter that is relevant to this case. The fact
that the services to be provided included certain health services, at least in respect of health
conditions materialising on the cruise, and that the services included those necessary to protect the
passengers’ health, shows that health safety is tied up in the services and is not some extraneous
matter. Further, a ship has certain characteristics that make it inevitable that passengers
must look to those who operate the ship to be responsible for protecting and maintaining
their health. Passengers and crew are to a significant extent captive on the ship, and their daily
needs including those concerning their health and the possible transmission of disease — such as
food preparation, cleaning, sanitation and waste disposal — are not within their control. In putting
their health safety, like their navigational and operational safety, in the hands of the cruise line —
as the cruise line acknowledges in its pre-cruise communications — they impliedly make known
that part of their purpose in acquiring the services, and part of the result that they wish to achieve,
is that the cruise be safe. I will return to this aspect when discussing the duty of care in relation to
the negligence claim, but it has some limited application here too.”



Australia - Carmichael Rail Network Pty Ltd v BBC 
Chartering Carriers GmbH & Co KG [2024] HCA 4

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-SA-NC

https://pressbooks.nscc.ca/worldgeo/chapter/oceania/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/


Australia - Carmichael Rail Network Pty Ltd v BBC 
Chartering Carriers GmbH & Co KG [2024] HCA 4



Australia - Carmichael Rail Network Pty Ltd v BBC 
Chartering Carriers GmbH & Co KG [2024] HCA 4

Australia – Art 3(2): the US approach may be preferable (carrier 
shall load and shall do it properly and carefully – non-delegable 
responsibility)

UK – Art 3(2): the carrier “shall do whatever loading [the carrier] 
does properly and carefully” 



Singapore – The “Navigator Aries” [2023] SGCA 20



Singapore – The “Navigator Aries” [2023] SGCA 20



Singapore – The “Navigator Aries” [2023] SGCA 20



Alexander McKinnon, Barrister-at-law
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